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India today is witnessing many ramifications of a term called “perception 

bias”, where this is leading to social unrest and negative reactions. It is 

important as “innovators and engineers” to understand whether the inherent 

point of view (perception) being passed on is unclear or clouded.  

To understand this we demystify the word “perception”.   

What is perception? 

It is the way that you see something, your point of view, belief or frame of 

reference. 

Perceptions are either positive or negative paradigms when accompanied by 

a strong conviction.  Perceptions can create limitations. 

The best example being 2 individuals looking at a ball (whose one half is 

coloured white and the other half is coloured black) from two different sides.  

Due to a strong belief of believing one is right, the two individuals keep 

arguing about the colour of the ball until the sides of the ball are switched. 
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The current example being 2 halves of the earth (whose one half is green and 

the other half is barren) where as innovators and engineers we need to 

visualize the interrelationship between the two different sides.  

Point of concern 

Generally a person may have a perception about one’s religion, one’s culture, 

belief space and value systems, one’s self, of others, of the environment etc. 

The point of concern is when collective “unclear or clouded” perception leads 

to social unrest or a breakdown in social and administrative functions.  

The concerning issues affecting India are related to (1) the role of religion & 

co-existence, (2) the understanding of gender equality & the need to respect 

this and (3) the need for more safety of women and children & the multi-

folded responsibility towards ensuring this (4) the emerging problem of 

climate change and the social responsibility for us to help mitigate this. 

The point of view is that there is no inherent (universal citizen’s) concern or 

empathy that one feels for the incidences being witnessed related to the 

above 4 issues.  

There is no “one (citizen’s) voice being raised” or “one collective endeavour 

being encouraged” to delayer and mitigate this problem. To understand why 

this is so, we need to understand the prevailing factors influencing 

perception. 

Factors influencing perception 

When we interact with people or encounter situations, we are processing, 

interpreting and finding meaning for what we come across. 

Innovation and 

engineering 
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When we are doing this we are actually using our attitudes, earlier 

understanding or beliefs, values, convictions or expectations and mentally 

comparing the two sets of information to come to a conclusion. Our meaning 

or course of action comes from such a comparison. 

In other words, a lack of meaning or inner disconnect can prevent any value 

building or social accountability that can happen from the time of collecting 

information to finding meaning.  

This selective response is called “perception bias”, where our opinion is no 

longer neutral or objective. It is in turn evaluation based, judgmental or even 

coloured. This could lead to a biased “passive or active response”. 

To understand this biased “passive or active response”, one needs to look at 

the different factors that decide perception bias, that is 

 

1. Individual factors 

a. My own experience basis 

b. My values, ethics and moral bias 

c. My own intellectual level based bias 

d. My gender or sexual identity based bias 

e. My sexual preference based bias 

f. My social status bias 

g. My financial status bias 

h. What does it mean to me (?) bias 

i. My concern for what needs to be respected or preserved as heritage value  
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2. Community factors 

a. My culture or belief system based bias 

b. My religion based bias 

c. My environment based bias 

 

 

To mitigate this - the social and administrative machinery that people rely on, 

should strategically focus on “Quality of Life Advancement and Conscious 

role play” where these factors are discussed in an unbiased and socially 

accountable manner. 

Quality of life does influence one’s response, so to help India step towards 

the future - planning, strategizing, laying building blocks and improving this 

aspect can make a difference.  

Translating the Indian constitution to a citizen’s charter where there is 

sufficient discussion and encouragement for conscious role play can also be 

a supportive step. 

   
 
Developing Conscious Leaf websites or public domain forums for a topic 
called NEXT Steps Sufficiency, where there is a conscious interest (or cradle-
to-grave lifecycle related brainstorming) to use Operating climate engineering 
(OCE), innovation and engineering to fight climate change, resource 
depletion and accelerated economic crisis.  
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Apart from this, one could also discuss how each person can avoid or control 

perception bias for matters of social unrest, where the following can help. 

a. Objectivity: Helping people looking at information gathered or incidence in 

an objective “conscious role play” manner, whenever there is unrest brewing. 

b. Non-judgmental approach: Quality of Life Vision to develop an average 

person’s ability to see a problem, raise an issue, report a concern or explain 

one’s position with clarity and then going on to help take the necessary steps. 

c. Perceptivity: Improving perceptivity via discipline and role play to collect 

or provide quality and quantity of information for sensitive and important 

subjects (as better the information available, better will be the decision-

making and course of action whether by an individual, or by a community or 

via governmental machinery). 

 

  

Possible remedy 

To do all this, deploying dedicated OCE curriculums, web portals and social 

networking systems could help start off in the journey to improve the life of 

people and the need for more conscious role play. 

This article is part of a handbook that focuses on “Future-Generic Insight and 

Art”.  

 

  


